Dental Hygiene
AST Degree

Tri-State Business Institute offers a 144 credit dental hygiene program encompassing both the didactic and clinical training needed for the student to be successful in obtaining a professional dental hygiene licensure.  Dental hygienists are employed in private dental offices, hospital and industrial clinics, government health agencies, school systems, military services, dental hygiene education programs, dental sales and insurance companies.  This program provides students with instruction and laboratory experiences as well as clinical practice in our state of the art dental facility.  The curriculum provides major instruction in areas of general education, biomedical sciences, dental and dental hygiene sciences and clinical skills the program will facilitate in the development of a student to become a professional, ethical and competent dental hygienist.
Dental Hygiene Admission Requirements
Prospective students are encouraged to visit the institution, allowing the candidate to tour the facility and meet with an admissions advisor.  Requirements include:
· Must be a graduate of an approved high school or have high school equivalency (GED).

· Applicants must complete and submit a Tri-State Business Institute Application for enrollment form to the Admissions office prior to the semester in which enrollment is anticipated.  The form must be accompanied by official transcripts from all secondary schools attended, GED programs and any other formal education program attended beyond high school.
· High school preparation must include one year each of biology, chemistry and algebra with a minimum grade of “C”.  
· Applicants must take the required NLN pre-admission test. Also, applicants who have completed credit courses must have a 2.50 GPA prior to taking the dental hygiene admission examination.  Only courses necessary to meet the dental hygiene program requirements are considered when calculating the GPA.  If the GPA is less than 2.50, one or more of these courses can be repeated in order to meet this requirement before testing.

· Applicants selected for admission must submit satisfactory results from a comprehensive pre-entrance physical, dental, hearing and eye examinations obtained at the candidate’s expense.  Specific information regarding the examination will be provided to students upon acceptance.  Hepatitis B immunizations and Tuberculosis testing are required for all entering students.
· Conviction of a felonious act may result in the Pennsylvania State Board of Dentistry denying licensure.  Applicant must complete both clearances for Act 34 and 151 prior to enrollment.
Selection Process for Dental Hygiene Program

Since the number of applicants is likely to be greater than the number of seats in the next class, all applicants will be ranked.  The criteria utilized to rank Dental Hygiene program applicants are the applicants’ results from the required entrance examinations, completion of education beyond high school, dental work experience, and grades earned in high school or college science courses. 

Formula for Scoring:

Each portion of the admissions criterion for the dental hygiene program are awarded specific points for completion.  The formula is based on adding the total points earned for the education completed, work experience and completing college science courses successfully.  In regard to points awarded for completion of science classes, each course is awarded by the appropriate numerical equivalent of the grade earned (A=4, B=3, C=2).  All points are tallied and applicants are ranked according to total points that they received.  
Class Selection
The Dental Hygiene Admissions Committee will select the Dental Hygiene class of twenty (20) based on the ranking scores.  Those students accepted for the next class will be notified by mail and will contain directions for the student to follow regarding payment of fees and preparations for the next class.  In the event that one or more of the students who are notified of being accepted for enrollment in the next class indicates that they do not intend to enroll or do not complete the preliminaries for registration, the resulting vacancies will be filled from the group that remains on the basis of rank.  






